National inventory reporting for agriculture: The New Zealand experience.
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New Zealand submits an annual national greenhouse gas inventory as part of our reporting obligations under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Kyoto Protocol. The inventory reports greenhouse gas emissions and removals from six sectors: energy, industrial processes, solvents, agriculture, waste and land use, land-use change and forestry. National inventories must use the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and UNFCCC reporting guidelines and follow the principles of good practice: transparency, accuracy, completeness, consistency and comparability.

This paper will give an overview of how emissions from New Zealand’s agriculture sector are calculated including the collection of national agricultural statistics, the model used to calculate emissions and the challenges faced in estimating emissions from agriculture at a national level. Emphasis will be given to the importance of reliable activity data, quality control and assurance procedures and the need for continuous improvement.   
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